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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8S. 1731] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1731) for the relief of Rhee Song Wu, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That for the purposes of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immigration Act of 1924, 
as amended, and notwithstanding any provision of law excluding aliens inadmis- 
sible to the United States because of race, the minor child, Rhee Song Wu, shall 
be held and considered to be the natural-born alien child of Captain and Mrs, 
Sylvester W. Booker, citizens of the United States. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to waive the racial barrier 
to admission into the United States of a minor Korean child to be 
adopted by Capt. and Mrs. Sylvester W. Booker, citizens of the 
United States. The child would be considered to be a nonquota 
immigrant, which is the status normally enjoyed by the alien minor 
children of citizens of the United States. The bill as originally intro- 
duced did not provide for a racial waiver and the bill has been amended 
accordingly. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is an 8-year-old native and citizen of 
Korea, who was awarded to Captain Booker while Captain Booker 
was on duty in Korea. Captain Booker is presently stationed at 
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the Medical Field Service School, Camp Burris, Tex. He states that 
he hears from the boy every week and that he has an agreement signed 
by the mother of the boy awarding him custody of the child. 

A letter dated January 8, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the De sputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 


JANUARY 8, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1731) for the relief of Rhee Song 
Wu, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, for the purposes of the immigration and naturali- 
zation laws, Rhee Song Wu shall be considered to be the natural-born alien child 
of Capt. and Mrs. Sylvester W. Booker, citizens of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Rhee Song Wu is about 8 years old and is presumably a native and 
citizen of Korea. He has never been in the United States and is presently resid- 
ing with the Medical Section, One Hundred and Fifty-ninth Field Artillery 
Battalion, Twenty-fifth Infantry Division, United States Army in Korea. 

Capt. Sylvester W. Booker, the prospective adoptive father of the alien, is 
presently stationed at the Medical Field Service School, Camp Burris, Tex. He 
is a Reserve officer in the Medical Service Corps with the rank of captain, his 
permanent rating being that of master sergeant. He has been in the Army for 
the past 11 years. Captain Booker was born in Muskogee, Okla., on November 
6, 1913. He graduated from high school and attended the University of Michigan 
for 1 year. He stated that he married Miss Elizabeth Ann Wheeler on May 9, 
1951, and that his wife, who was born in Detroit, Mich., is willing that he should 
adopt Rhee Song Wu. 

It appears that Captain Booker, while in active combat in Korea, from July, 
1950, until March, 1951, met the alien in the Injin River section south of Kaesong, 
Korea, during the Christmas season of1950. At that time the boy, accompanied 
by his mother, was among a group of refugees fleeing south. Captain Booker 
testified that he was attracted to the boy and that the mother subsequently gave 
him the boy. An agreement concerning the alien was drawn and signed by the 
mother before witnesses. According to Captain Booker, he hears from the alien 
almost every week, and he has been clothing the boy since Christmas of 1950. 
Captain Booker stated that he has a home valued at $10,000 and that he is 
financially able and willing to adopt the alien if he is permitted to bring him to 
this country. 

The alien is presumably of the Korean race, and as such, is inadmissible to the 
United States for permanent residence under the provisions of section 13 (c) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924. In the absence of special legislation, he will not be 
eligible to enter the United States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which the Department of Justice prefers not to make a recommendation. 
If the measure should receive favorable consideration by the committee, it is 
suggested that it be amended by deleting everything after the enacting clause and 
inserting the following: 

“That solely for the purposes of Sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immigration Act of 
1924, Rhee Song Wu, a minor Korean child, shall be considered to be the natural- 
born alien child of Captain and Mrs. Sylvester W. Booker, citizens of the United 
States; and notwithstanding the provisions of Section 13 (c) of said Act, said 
Rhee Song Wu may be admitted to the United States at any time within one year 
after the date of enactment hereof when in possession of an unexpired immigration 
visa issued under Section 4 (a) of said Act provided he is otherwise admissible 
under the immigration laws.” 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECcH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator William F. Knowland, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Fort Sam Houston, Tex., 
May 29, 1951. 
Senator KNow.Lanp (California), 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


HONORABLE Sir: I have just returned from Korea where I served on the front 
as amedical assistant for the One Hundred and Fifty-ninth Field Artillery Battalion, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry Division. 

During my 8 months in Korea I was guilty, by my good nature, of attaching 
one of my heart strings to a little Korean boy, about 8 years of age. His name is 
Rhee Song Wu. After about a week’s delay I was able to get clothing for him 
from Japan and from the United States. During the last few months we both 
grew quite fond of each other and when my orders came for me to return to the 
United States, the departure was almost unbearable. To compensate for the 
abrupt change, I promised myself as well as the youngster to do all that I can 
to bring him to the United States where he will join my wife and I for legal 
adoption. 

I réalize that there are so many problems to satisfy immigration regulations, 
however difficult, my wife and I still desire to bring the youngster to the States 
where he will have a good home, excellent schooling, and an opportunity to make 
himself a first-rate citizen. Most of all, we want Rhee to be our son. 

His mother gave the youngster to me of her own free will, signing a witnessed 
document. We were moving south at the time and after we reorganized and 
returned north into their locality the village had been destroyed and the where- 
abouts of the relatives was unknown. 

Incidentally, the mother related that the boy’s father was an American who had 
died since the boy’s birth. 

The youngster is in excellent health and is continually being cared for by my 
former medical detachment. The unit surgeon will be glad to conduct the 
physical examinations, immunizations, ete., as required by the immigration 
authorities. 

As a basis for the adoption we have no children. We own our home at 876 
Lincoln Avenue, Pasadena 3, Calif. I have been in Federal service since 1933 
and entered the United States Army February 20, 1941. My present plan is to 
remain until retirement. 

Would you be kind enough to help us get Rhee into the United States? What 
formality would be necessary to include his name on a foreign orphan bill. What 
ever you do for us will be greatly appreciated. 

The Korean Ambassador, the Honorable You Chan Yang, is aware of our 
desires and approved wholeheartedly. Thanking you for whatever assistance 
you can give us, I am 

Most respectfully, 
Sytvester W. Booker, 
Captain, Medical Service Corps. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1731), as amended, should be enacted. 
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